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Himachal Pradesh
State Disaster Management Authority

A CLARION CALL FOR PREPAREDNESS
BUILD SAFE HOUSES BEFORE THE NEXT DISASTER

Himalayan Region has been experiencing large changes due to climate change
in the recent past. Himachal Pradesh has experienced severe disasters during
monsoons resulting in loss of lives, livestock and livelihood. Most of the
damages and losses have been observed on slopes and low lying areas near >
water streams. Unplanned constructions is one of the main factors contributing
to this damage and loss. Besides, the State is highly prone to high intensity
earthquakes as State falls in seismic Zone IV and V and ensuring that our house
withstands the shock, it is important to build earthquake resistant houses and
strengthen existing housing stock after conducting structural audit.

CITIZENS ARE THEREFORE ADVISED AS UNDER: 2

»» Don't construct houses on steep, fragile, unstable and unsaturated slopes.

pp Houses and other infrastructure should be far away from water streams, flood plains, older
rever/stream terraces/courses.

»» If house is being built without the guidance of Engineer, we should construct traditional houses
such as Dhajji wall and Kashthkuni (Steel bars and cement concrete can be used as replacement
of wood).

»» Take measure for surface, subsurface and proper water drainage, slope stabilisation and
protection work around the house.

» If you have already constructed your house, it should be got structurally examined and
retrofitted for seismic safety.

»» If your house is near to water stream, take adequate protections measure against flash floods
and cloudbursts. Be alert during heavy downpour.

»» Identify safe location and route in case of emergency.

»» Take house insurance and insure household items against disaster.

»» Keepration, other essential items and medical kit ready. Also keep adequate stock of medication
taken by the members of the family. Stock should be for at least 30 days. Keep stock of food that
requires little cooking and no refrigeration.

For more information please visit
@ http://www-hpsdma-nic-in
For emergency contact DDMA or SDMA: ==
~ — — — Toll Free No. 1077,1070,1100 —
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